
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1852.] 59 



Taxation and Revenue of the Free City of Fr ankf or t-on-the- Maine. 

By Lieut.-Colonei, W. H. Sykes, F.R.S. 

[Read before the Statistical Society of London, 19th January, 1852.] 

The Society may recollect that in a paper of mine in the seventh 

volume of the Statistical Journal, for December, 1844, respecting the 

Statistics of Frankfort, the following passage occurs : — 

" I wish I could state anything specific respecting the finances of 
Frankfort; but, considering that it calls itself a Free City, that it has a 
semblance of a representative system in its administration, I must say 
that a secrecy is preserved with respect to the details, and even the 
amount of its income and expenditure, which is very discreditable to 
the governing body. No doubt the members of the Lower Chamber 
could personally inspect the books of income, but not take copies or 
extracts ; and one of them tould only state to me from memory some 
of the amounts of the larger branches of income ; but with respect to 
the expenditure, I was told that it was ' a mystery.' " My sharp 
comments upon this system got into some of the German papers, and 
excited attention. A copy of one of these papers was sent to me at 
the time, and, to my surprise and amusement, during last year, the 
eighteenth number of the Frankfurter Newspaper, for Monday, the 
14th May, 1849, was transmitted anonymously. It contained the 
first public budget of the Frankfort finances, and the editor, in his 
preface to the budget, uses the following language, which our Assistant- 
Secretary, Mr. Brown, has been good enough to translate : — 

" To obtain an insight into this hitherto mysterious state-secret is 
no longer denied us. 

" Why the second half of the budget has been hitherto withheld 
from the citizens of Frankfort (when the expenditure has been com- 
municated to them for some years) is indeed quite unintelligible. 
Through this concealment, we have rendered ourselves truly ridiculous 
both at home and abroad ; for whilst, throughout the whole of Ger- 
many, publicity in this matter has been even courted, we alone have 
retained the pigtail, and should, without doubt, have done so still 
longer, had not the revenue accounts (so often demanded in vain) been 
insisted on with some determination in the session of the Assembly, on 
the 8th December, 1848, for forming the Constitution. 

" It may certainly have been distasteful to the keepers of the 
'secret' to come forward with it, and see that become common pro- 
perty which they had hitherto guarded with so much care — which, in 
their opinion, the people do not require to know, or which should only 
be imparted to the initiated and the chosen few. 

" We come now to the revenue itself (printed and lying before us), 
and put it in order under relative heads, inasmuch as the official 
arrangement which comprehends the last three years, 1845-6, 1846-7, 
and 1847-8, is not very clear. To our astonishment, we miss therein, 
first, some of the most important items of these three years, namely, 
the income from income-tax, house or rent-tax, lottery-tax, and 
additional excise, which, together, form nearly the third part of our 
budget. 
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" Only for the year 1849, has it been thought fit to make any com- 
putation, and, truly, with a very poor result, which is extremely pro- 
blematical, and, in any case, not to be looked upon with any confidence. 
Above all, the last year, which, as an extraordinary one, has disturbed 
and encroached upon all conditions and incomes, is, consequently, not 
to be taken as normal, and the conjectural balance of half a million at 
the close of the year will be found to be fallacious. 





1845. 


1846. 


1847- 


Customs. 

Import, export, and transit dues.... 

Revenue {Municipal). 


Florins. 
351,297 

20,937 

32,735 

9,167 


Florins. 
366,800 

19,218 

25,185 

7,017 


Florins. 
361,473 

17,704 


Water 


29,243 


Merchandise and grain balance .... 


10,966 


Total 


414,136 


418,220 


419,386 






Excise and Consumption Dues. 


75,000 
18,971 
12,622 
67,910 
38,740 

72,648 

23,412 

4,156 

J 5,883 

36,827 

1,435 

177 


75,000 
19,796 
12,875 
67,171 
38,003 

56,670 

19,893 

3,710 

14,399 

33,932 

2,806 

233 


75,000 


(*) Salt (at the Royalty) 


19,465 




12,742 




77,916 


(d) Malt 


34,792 


(c) Liquors (wine, brandy, cider, 1 
&c / 

(/) Firewood (Wood Office) ,.,, 
Wood -tax at the Gates and) 
Forest Office J 

(g) Duties at the barriers on\ 
meat, meal, bread, cakes, ( 
liquors, barley, oats, hay, | 


103,055 

20,913 

3,965 

15,179 


(A) Duties on land and water-) 


37,303 


(i) Receipts from the towers,^ 
forest-houses, and farms I 
(Office of Woods and Fo- j 

(*) Duty on brandy distilleries, 1 


1,799 
160 


Total 


367,785 


344,492 


402,294 






City Domains. Government 

Offices (Exchequer). 
Revenue from the sale of Let- 
ters of Naturalization — 


42,975 
39,374 
13,348 

6,745 
122 

5,154 


97,157 

39,601 

13,237 

6,913 

3,029 

2,809 


60,848 




37,388 




12,135 




6,552 
265 




17,471 






Total 


107,020 


162,748 


134,662 
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Government Woods. 
Sale of log, stock, brush-wood,) 

fagots, &c / 

Wood sales in warehouse 

Wood tickets 

Fines for trespass 

Rent of sporting-manors 

,, of arable and pasture land.... 

Miscellaneous 

Instruction money 

Total 



Government and Police Dues. 
Deposits on the purchase and sale) 

of houses and sites j 

Citizen fees 

Trade do 

Brokerage 

Opera license 

Licenses to hawkers 

Auction duties 

Stamp duties 

Concessions, dispensations, &c 

Deposit do 

Justice do 

Fines 

Total 

Revenue on bills of exchange 

Newspapers 

Cards 

Deeds 

Police stamps 

Exhibitions and Protocols 

Total 

Cash 

Lighting 

Paving 

Gymnasium 

Miscellaneous (monies repaid) .... 
Government tax on rural towns... 

Arrears of land tax 

Rural excise 

Total 



Florins. 

113,676 

9,963 

445 

711 

1,161 

1,921 

586 



128,465 



23,840 

18,081 
678 

2,766 

3,330 
964 

1,378 
207 

2,094 
119 
396 
286 



10,314 



8,917 
1,367 
125 
2,360 
1,981 
1,719 



16,469 



316 

2,445 

3,248 

919 

620 

604 

6 

526 



8,684 



1846. 



Florins. 
66,378 

2,864 
480 
848 

1,100 

2,243 
257 

1,309 



75,482 



23,473 

16,087 
529 

2,836 

3,330 
949 

1,308 
135 

2,024 
184 
287 
301 



9,714 



8,858 
1,421 
120 
2,242 
2,274 
1,692 



16,607 



168 

2,435 

3,218 

965 

692 

603 

509 



8,590 



1847. 



Florins. 

65,678 

7,610 
460 
459 
1,100 
1,998 
1,103 
1,444 



79,855 



23,390 

19,242 

425 
2,927 
3,330 
1,019 
1,466 

156 

2,612 

80 

250 

209 



10,724 



9,376 
1,359 
103 
2,423 
2,073 
1,828 



17,162 



986 

2,477 

2,825 

946 

1,108 

609 

416 



9,367 



Note. — The discrepancies in the additions are owing to the omission of the fractions 

of florins. 
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Becapitulation. 



Customs 

Land and water-carriage, cranage) 

and weighing dues j 

Excise (§ths of this are the addi-1 

tional excise and the sinking) 

fund) J 

Domains (city chamber) 

Forests 

Government and police dues 

Stamps 

Mint (coinage) 

Lighting 

Paving 

Gymnasium 

Miscellaneous 

Government tax on rural towns- 
Income tax 

Dwelling and lodging-house tax 

Lottery 

Additional excise and extra war 

tax 

Pawnbroker's licenses 

Share and permission stamps .... 
Interest on floating capital 

Total 



1845. 



351,297 
62,840 

367,785 

107,720 

128,455 

103,127 

164,683 

3,160 

24,451 

32,480 

9,187 

6,202 

11,354 



500,000 



1,872,768 



1846. 



366,800 
51,421 

3.44,392 

162,748 

75,482 

98,144 

166,066 

1,684 

24,353 

32,181 

9,654 

6,921 

11,126 



500,000 



1,850,977 



1847. 



361,473 
57,914 

402,294 

134,662 

79,856 

107,248) 

171,6251 

9,866 

24,7701 

28,252 ( 

9,458 

11,079 

10,247 



500,000 



1,908,726 



1849. 
Estimated. 



366,056 



189,225 

100,750 
50,000 

151,000 



5,000 

5J000 
8,500 

110,000 
80,000 

120,000 

103,000 
7.500 
5,000 
6,000 



1,352,481 



184S. 
Florins. 
The whole revenue, therefore, amounts to 1,872,748 
Charges, including sinking fund 1,413,160 



1846. 


1847. 


Florins. 


Florins. 


1,850,977 .. 


.. 1,908,726 


1,415,277 .. 


.. 1,417,095 



Balance, about 459,588 



435,700 



411,631 



" Which was intended partly for paying off the annual portion of the 
city debt, and partly to be reserved as surplus, to provide for extra- 
ordinary expenditure, as, for example, the purchase of corn in the 
famine year, 1846-7, by which the State sustained a loss of 184,000 
florins, which could not be borne by this surplus. Since then, the 
receipts from four principal sources of revenue (income-tax, house and 
rent-tax, lottery, and additional excise, about three-eighths the amount 
of the ordinary excise), which produced together more than half a 
million annually, have been named for providing for the state debt, 
whilst the charge for interest of the state debt now scarcely amounts 
to half that sum, viz.: 6,416,800 florins (amount of city debt on 
the 31st October, 1848), at 3£ per cent., 224,588f., and of 504,723 
florins (amount of old debt, 1st July, 1840), 18,348f., making a total 
of 242,97 2f. 

" In the report of the Commission upon the sinking fund (see Pro- 
tocol of the Legislative Body, of the 2nd November, 1848, vol. 10, 
sect. 271), we find as follows : — ' The sum total of the sinking fund 
balance, which formerly allowed of from 200,000 f. to 300,000 f. being 
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laid by annually, is now so great, that this department can undertake 
the payment of interest on the railway loan.' 

" The railway undertaking, however, is an undertaking by itself, 
and should, on no account, be mixed up with the old state debt. 

" A separate keeping of books and accounts, also, must take place 
with relation to this, on the part of the railway administration. Were 
the receipts of the three railways (Offenbacher, Maintneckar, and 
Main Weser Eailways, so far as they pass through our territory) 
placed with the sinking fund accounts, the condition of the latter 
would appear in a false light, and the necessary sum for the service of 
the sinking fund commission would appear much lighter than was 
required in reality for this service; whilst, on the other hand, any 
insight into the railway undertaking would be only mystified and 
obscured. 

" There are, therefore, the 20,500Z. interest of 60,000?. capital of the 
railway loan (1,000,000?. is not paid up), with which the sinking fund 
is burthened, to be taken away from the latter, and added to the 
account of railways, as also the railway receipts, which also do not 
belong to the sinking fund account. Should the amount of the above- 
named taxes for the future be less than hitherto, the simple way will 
be, we will not say to cease altogether the annual repayments of the 
capital of the national debt, but to diminish them so considerably, that 
they will be scarcely perceptible. This is the more advisable, as only 
1 per cent, of the railway loan is annually paid off, and the institu- 
tions, savings' banks, and other holders of Government paper^ are 
satisfied, provided they receive their interest regularly. Indeed, it is 
not agreeable to them when their securities come by allotment to be 
paid off, although they have only the trouble to buy new ; and if the 
Frankfort state debt were once paid off, what could they do with their 
money ? Doubtless, it would be laid out in foreign state paper, but 
the advantage that would accrue from it to our State is quite plain. 

" We remark that the railway undertaking is a voluntary 
one — a matter of speculation, which has nothing in common with 
the compulsory loans or contributions in times of war, and only 
stands so far in relation to it, as the State fulfils the obligations due to 
the creditors, let what may happen, at any time, in the government of 
the State." 

It may be stated, in conclusion, that a very essential part of the 
public accounts is still wanting, namely, the details of expenditure; 
whether these are accessible or not, I do not know. 



